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More than 99% of all life that has ever existed on this planet is extinct. Moreover, human

acceleration of the extinction of species has created a crisis in biodiversity. How can the history of

past life be retreived? How does this history bear on our understanding of the organization and

evolution of present-day species? These questions are addressed in extinction and phylogeny.
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Stands apart from the many other recent volumes on extinction with its emphasis on the importance

of systematic data in the analysis of the stratigraphic record and the distribution of species in space

and time. These chapters carry ideas that will have lasting consequences for paleontological theory

and method.
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